
 “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them” (Lk 15:2). The Parable of the 

Prodigal Son is addressed to tax collectors and sinners who were drawn to the teaching o 

Jesus. They had experienced his mercy and found hope in his teaching. As Jesus tells the 

parable, he is also reaching out to Pharisees and scribes who found fault with Jesus for 

reaching out to the very people who were thirsting for salvation. The parable ends with a 

son who is bitter at the father’s generosity to the son who had returned and asked to be 

welcomed back as a hired hand. Jesus did not come just for tax collectors. He came for all 

including the self-righteous Pharisees and the scribes, sinners as well even though they 

would not acknowledge it. 

 The Parable of the Prodigal Son seems to mirror world events. One might liken the 

leader of Russia and the leader of Ukraine as two brothers. Peace has been squandered, and 

the citizens of one country find their homes and hospitals and schools destroyed … many 

fleeing to foreign lands and finding themselves in more dire straits than the prodigal son 

once all the money was gone. 

 The bridge between the two brothers in the parable is the generous father who wants 

peace for both sons. In world events, we might liken the parable’s father to Pope Francis 

who has asked the world to respond in prayer so that two nations at war lay down their arms 

and work diligently to restore peace. Peace seems so impossible at the moment amidst the 

horror of war, and yet the Angel Gabriel reassures us that all things are possible with the 

help of God (Lk 1:37). 

 On Friday, as the Pope preached to a world audience he explained, “The vicious war 

that has overtaken so many people, and caused suffering to all, has made each of us fearful 

and anxious. We sense our helplessness and our inadequacy. We need to be told, “Do not be 

afraid.” Yet human reassurance is not enough. We need the closeness of God and the 

certainty of his forgiveness, which alone eliminates evil, disarms resentment , and restores 

peace to our hearts. Let us return to God and to his forgiveness.”i 

 The war half a world away touches every human and therefore the Pope was reaching 

out to more than just the leaders of Ukraine and Russia. Are we not at times like the two 

brothers in the parable, at times like the younger son who chooses sin over the love of his 

father? At other times, like the bitter brother who stayed close to his father but was 

unwilling to forgive his brother for the sins against the family. 

Pope Francis asks each of us to acknowledge our need for God and to seek his 

reconciling love:  

“…We have strayed from that path of peace. We have forgotten the lesson learned from 

the tragedies of the last century, the sacrifice of the millions who fell in two world wars. 

We have disregarded the commitments we made as a community of nations. We have 

betrayed peoples’ dreams of peace and the hopes of the young. We grew sick with greed, 

we thought only of our own nations and their interests, we grew indifferent and caught up 

in our selfish needs and concerns. We chose to ignore God, to be satisfied with our 

illusions, to grow arrogant and aggressive, to suppress innocent lives and to stockpile 

weapons. We stopped being our neighbor’s keepers and stewards of our common home. 

We have ravaged the garden of the earth with war and by our sins we have broken the 

heart of our heavenly Father, who desires us to be brothers and sisters. We grew 

indifferent to everyone and everything except ourselves. Now with shame we cry out: 

Forgive us, Lord!” (Prayer of Consecration). 



 In the parable of the Prodigal Son, we never hear about the mother of the two sons. Pope 

Francis acknowledges Mary as the Mother of the Church, the Mother who seeks peace between 

two nations at war, and who constantly encourages each of us to look to her Son for the answers 

that trouble humanity. 

At this dark hour, help us and grant us your comfort. Say to us once more: “Am I not  

here, I who am your Mother?” You are able to untie the knots of our hearts and of  

our times. In you we place our trust. We are confident that, especially in moments  of 

trial, you will not be deaf to our supplication and will come to our aid.  That is what 

you did at Cana in Galilee, when you interceded with Jesus and he worked the first 

of his signs. To preserve the joy of the wedding feast, you said to him: “They have 

no wine” (Jn 2:3). Now, O Mother, repeat those words and that  prayer, for in our 

own day we have run out of the wine of hope, joy has fled, fraternity has faded. We 

have forgotten our humanity and squandered the gift of peace. We opened our hearts 

to violence and destructiveness. How greatly we need your maternal help! (Prayer of 

Consecration). 

   

 The father in the parable may also be likened to God the Father. To free us from sin, 

to save us from squandering our inheritance, he sent his one and only Son, the Prince of 

Peace to redeem us.  Jesus suffered on the cross and died for Pharisees and scribes, tax 

collectors and sinners. Jesus shed his blood for Ukrainians and Russians and for people of 

every nation and tribe. Jesus shows us how to love others, even our bitter enemies, through 

his sacrifice on the cross. 

 Like the Prodigal Son, all to often we take God’s love for granted. Pope Francis 

reminds us: 

We need God’s love, for our love is fragile and insufficient. We ask the Lord for 

many things, but how often we forget to ask him for what is most important and what 

he desires most to give us: the Holy Spirit, the power to love. Indeed, without love, 

what can we offer to the world? It has been said that a Christian without love is like a 

needle that does not sew: it stings, it wounds, and if it fails to sew, weave or patch, 

then it is useless. This is why we need to find in God’s forgiveness the power of 

love: the same Spirit who descended upon Mary [at the Annunciation].ii 

 

 Every human heart needs to welcome God. The Immaculate Heart of Mary shows us how 

this is possible: 

“Let it be to me according to your word” (Lk 1:38). Hers was no passive or resigned 

acceptance, but a lively desire to obey God, who has “plans for welfare and not for evil” 

(Jer 29:11). Hers was the most intimate sharing in God’s plan of peace for the world. We 

consecrate ourselves to Mary in order to enter into this plan, to place ourselves fully at 

the disposal of God’s plans. After having uttered her “Fiat [Let it be]”, the Mother of God 

set out on a long journey to the hill country, to visit a relative who was with child (cf. Lk 

1:39). May she now take our own journey into her hands: may she guide our steps 

through the steep and arduous paths of fraternity and dialogue, along the way of peace.iii 
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